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“The Foster Family-based Treatment Association strengthens agencies that support 

families caring for vulnerable children.”

Each month TFC e-News links you and your staff to information and resources specific to Treatment Foster Care. TFC e-News is provided to you as an FFTA members-only benefit. 
Walt Disney World Selected for FFTA 25th Annual Conference

Mark your calendar for the FFTA 25th Annual Conference on Treatment Foster Care. The conference, Honoring Our Past, Celebrating Our Present, Imagining Our Future, will be held July 24-27, 2011 at the Disney Contemporary Resort in Florida. Come celebrate FFTA's silver anniversary of providing training and best practice information to treatment foster care professionals and foster parents from around the world.

http://www.ffta.org/conference/index.html
What’s Working in Foster Parent Recruitment

The National Council for Adoption provides examples of real-life recruitment strategies from across the country that are working to help improve the lives of children in foster care. 
https://www.adoptioncouncil.org/images/stories/documents/adoptionadvocate24.pdf
Promoting Placement Stability

Placement stability continues to be a challenge to child welfare agencies across the country. The Center for Advanced Studies in Child Welfare (CASCW) highlights research findings and perspectives on promoting placement stability. This publication draws upon the expertise and knowledge of researchers and professionals, some of whom are with FFTA member agencies, as well as the wisdom from people who have been involved in the child welfare system. FFTA conference attendees received copies of this publication at the conference. If you didn’t attend, you can download a copy from the CASCW website.

http://www.cehd.umn.edu/ssw/CASCW/attributes/PDF/publications/CW360_2010.pdf
Toolkit to Help Transitioning Youth
The Fostering Connections Resource Center has designed a transition toolkit to help youth prepare for the future. The kit covers the skills, knowledge and resources needed for young people leaving foster care to prepare for life on their own as young adults. 
http://www.fosteringconnections.org/resources?id=0009 
Participate in a Study on Beliefs about Foster Parenting 

A doctoral student in the clinical psychology program at The Catholic University of America is conducting research to develop the Beliefs about Foster Parenting Scale (BFPS). The measure is based on previous research in which themes emerged about foster parents' beliefs about their relationship goals, the foster parenting role, and reasons for youth misbehavior. The BFPS will include items that target those beliefs with scores on the scale representing the extent to which foster parents' beliefs are adjusted to the foster care context. The BFPS will help expand the knowledge base of the content of foster parents' beliefs about parenting, the influence of these beliefs on parenting behavior, and the identification of areas in which foster parents are struggling to adjust so that support efforts can more effectively facilitate their success. Participating agencies will be asked to invite foster parents, who are caring for adolescent foster youth, to complete an anonymous online survey. Results will be shared with participating agencies. For more information, or to get your agency involved in the study, contact Catherine Schwerzler at 13schwerzler@cardinalmail.cua.edu. 
Practices that Enhance Safety of Children in Foster Care

A study conducted by the Planning Council for Health & Human Services highlights best practices that can be applied to enhance child safety in foster care. While some of the information is geared toward foster care in Wisconsin, many of the best practice principles and best practice tools discussed can be applied in any state or province. 
http://www.planningcouncil.org/PDF/Safety_of_Children_in_Foster_Care.pdf
State Child Welfare Policy Database
Child Trends and Casey Family Programs have joined together to form the State Child Welfare Policy Database, an online clearinghouse for up to date information on State child welfare policies. This interactive website provides state-by-state policy information on a range of topics, such as child welfare financing, kinship care policies, and foster care age limits.

http://www.childwelfarepolicy.org/pages/map.cfm
Outcomes of Former Foster Youth
Review the latest results of the "Midwest Evaluation of the Adult Functioning of Former Foster Youth," an ongoing study by Chapin Hall, that follows a sample of young people from Iowa, Wisconsin, and Illinois as they transition out of the foster care system and into adulthood. Baseline survey data were collected from 732 study participants when they were 17 or 18 years old. Many of the study participants were re-interviewed at ages 19, 21, and 23 or 24. The most recent report that looks at outcomes at ages 23 and 24 covers their successes and challenges in areas such as living arrangements, relationships, preparedness for independent living, education, employment, economic issues, criminal justice involvement, and life satisfaction.
http://chapinhall.org/research/report/midwest-evaluation-adult-functioning-former-foster-youth
Permanency Roundtable Project

Learn about innovative permanency roundtable consultations the state of Georgia is employing to find permanent families for children who remain in the foster care system. This report outlines Casey Family Programs’ work with the Georgia Department of Human Services to address permanency for nearly 500 children who had been in foster care for long periods of time. http://www.casey.org/resources/publications/garoundtable.htm
New FFTA Members 

Please join us in welcoming FFTA’s newest members:

· Boys Town Louisiana, New Orleans, LA 

· GCAC of Georgia, Giving Children A Chance, Alpharetta, GA 

· Grandfather Home Community Services for Children, Asheville, NC 

· Minority Specialized Care, Inc., New Albany, IN 

· Neighbor To Family, Atlanta, GA 

· The Braff Group, Pittsburgh, PA 

· The Children's Guild, Baltimore, MD 

· The Children's Home, Inc., Winston Salem, NC 

· VOCA Corp. of North Carolina, dba New Horizons, Greenville, NC

The Foster Family-based Treatment Association strengthens agencies that support 

families caring for vulnerable children.
Established in 1988, the nonprofit Foster Family-based Treatment Association (FFTA) is the leader in Treatment Foster Care (TFC) with over 400 member agencies throughout North America.  Agency professionals work with trained TFC parents to assimilate therapeutic treatment within the foster family for foster children diagnosed with serious emotional, behavioral, and/or medical difficulties.

Foster Family-based Treatment Association | 294 Union Street | Hackensack | NJ | 07601

Phone: (800) 414-3382, ext. 113, 121 or 112

E-mail: ffta@ffta.org  Web site: http://www.ffta.org
Congratulations on COA Accreditation

Please join us in congratulating the following FFTA members that have recently achieved COA accreditation or reaccreditation:

· Alabama Mentor, Montgomery, AL  

· Anu Family Services, Hudson, WI 
· Alston Wilkes Society, Columbia, SC

· Brewer-Porch Children’s Center, Tuscaloosa, AL

· Berea Children's Home & Family Services, Berea, OH

· Catholic Family Center, Rochester, NY

· Children's Home Society of North Carolina, Greensboro, NC

· Children's Home Society of West Virginia, Charleston, WV

· Choices for Life Foster Care, Inc., Oklahoma City, OK

· CHOICES, Inc., Dayton, OH  

· Community Care, Bangor, ME  

· Devereux, Rutland, MA
· EMQ FamiliesFirst, Campbell, CA  

· Family Resources Community Action, Woonsocket, RI

· Maryhurst, Inc., Louisville, KY

· Methodist Home for Children, Raleigh, NC

· MBCH Children and Family Ministries, Bridgeton, MO  

· Orchards Children's Services, Inc., Southfield, MI

· St. Joseph Catholic Orphan Society, Inc., Louisville, KY  

· The Bair Foundation, New Wilmington, PA

· The Children's Home, Inc., Tampa, FL

· The Home for Little Wanderers, Boston, MA  

· Treatment Homes, Inc., Little Rock, AR

· United Methodist Children's Home, Selma, AL 

Remember that as a member of FFTA, your agency can receive a 25% discount off COA accreditation/reaccreditation fees.
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