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Benchmark TFC! Data Changes  

Demographic Data 

  

Youth 

Demographic  

Data Element 

Nature of 

Change Old Options Revised Options 

ID 

Number 

Added two columns to end of 

ID number to add a numerical 

value of 01 or 02 or 03 etc., to 

the original ID number if this 

youth is being readmitted to 

the program 

Agency 

Youth ID # 
 

  
  

  
 

 

 

       Original ID Number Readmit Extension*  

 

 

Agency 

Youth ID # 
 

  
  

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Race and 

Ethnicity 

Created two 

categories:  

 

Ethnicity  

 

Race 

American Indian Alaska Native Non-Hispanic 

Asian - Non Hispanic 

Black/African American-Non Hispanic 

Hawaiian/ Pacific Islander Non-Hispanic 

 
White – Non Hispanic 

Hispanic  

Two or More – Non Hispanic 

Unknown/Unable to Determine 

 

Ethnicity: 
Hispanic/Latino Origin:               

 Yes     No   

 Do not have information yet                   
 

Race: 

 
 

 

White/Caucasian 
Black/African American 
Asian 
American Indian or Alaska Native 

 
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific 
Islander Multi racial (2 or more races) 
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Benchmark TFC! Data Changes

Demographic Data 

 

Youth 

Demographic  

Data Element 

Nature of Change Old Options Revised Options 

Placement  

Type 

Collapsed Specialized foster care 

into Treatment Foster Care 

 

Removed categories of 

medically fragile and terminally 

ill and created a category of 

Special population (definition in 

the Revised Option column) 

 

 

 

Two types of Foster Care 

Placement: 

 Regular Foster Care 

 Therapeutic/Treatment Foster 

care 

 

Added in an option for Special 

Population Youth for: 

 Regular Foster Care 

 Therapeutic/Treatment 

Foster Care 

 

 

Regular foster care (for youth with 

histories of abuse and/or neglect or for 

orphaned youths). 

Specialized foster care (for youth with 

some level of functional impairment, i.e., 

learning disability, developmental 

disorder). 

Therapeutic or treatment foster care 
(for youth with severe emotional and/or 

behavioral disturbance, or mental illness). 

Special population foster care (for youth 

with autism spectrum disorders, dual 

diagnoses, mental retardation, deafness). 

Foster care for medically fragile youth. 

Foster care for terminally ill youth. 

Other 
 

Regular foster care (foster care parents provide 

basic care and nurture youth but are not the primary 

treatment agent in the youth’s care). 

Regular foster care for special population youth 
(same as Regular Foster Care and foster care is 

specifically designed for youth with a medical need 

and includes but is not limited to: medically fragile 

youth, terminally ill youth,  youth with autism 

spectrum disorders, dual diagnoses, mental 

retardation, etc)  

 Therapeutic/Treatment/Specialized foster care 

(foster care placement is with treatment foster 

parents who are expected to deliver specific 

treatment strategies and are considered the primary 

treatment agent in the youth’s care)     

Therapeutic/Treatment/Specialized foster care for 

special population youth (same as 

Therapeutic/Specialized foster care and foster care is 

specifically designed for youth with a medical need 

and includes but is not limited to: medically fragile 

youth, terminally ill youth,  youth with autism 

spectrum disorders, dual diagnoses, mental 

retardation, etc) 

Other   
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Benchmark TFC! Data Changes  

Demographic Data: Diagnosis 

 

 

Youth 

Demographic  

Data Element 

Nature of Change Old Options Revised Options 

If yes, indicate when 

the  most recent 

diagnosis was made: 

 

Expanded time frame 
from 1-year to 2-years 

Within 12-months of admission  
(either before or after admission) 

 

Within 2-years of admission (either before or  
after admission) 

 
Diagnosis made by a 

psychiatrist 

Expanded the group of 

professionals who made 

the diagnosis 

Was the diagnosis made by a  

psychiatrist? 

If yes, was the diagnosis made by a psychiatrist, 

psychologist, other licensed mental health 

professional, or licensed social worker? 

 

Diagnostic code Added in Primary and 

Secondary Diagnoses 

 

Only allows for DSM 

codes; text is no longer 

allowed 

Axis 1 or 2 Diagnosis ________  

Axis 1 or 2 Diagnosis ________ 

Primary Axis 1 or 2 Diagnosis   ___ ___ ___ . ___  ___ 

Secondary Axis 1 or 2 Diagnosis___ ___ ___ . ___  ___  

Secondary Axis 1 or 2 Diagnosis___ ___ ___ . ___  ___  

Secondary Axis 1 or 2 Diagnosis___ ___ ___ . ___  ___  

Secondary Axis 1 or 2 Diagnosis___ ___ ___ . ___  ___  

 
Added a new data  

element 
DSM-IV Axis 5: 

Children’s Global  

Assessment Score (CGAS)  

score associated with  

admission to your 

 program.   

 

none CGAS Score within 12-months of admission?   Yes     No (leave entry blank) 

 Yes   

  No (leave entry blank) 

CGAS Score 
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Benchmark TFC! Data Changes 

Admission Specific Data 
 

 

 

Admission  

Data 

Element 

Nature of Change Old Options Revised Options 

2) How many total 

formal placements 

have you had 

before this current 

placement? 

Changed from an open ended 

response to prior placement 

categories 

 Declined to Respond 

  
 Do Not Know 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This is 1
st
 placement  

 2-3 placements 

 4-6 placements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 7-10 placements 

 11-15 placements 

 16-20 placements 

 More than 20 placements 

 Do not have information yet 

 

A8) Has youth 

ever been 

harmed in any 

of the following 

ways? 

Removed psychologically 

abused option 

 
Yes No 

Do 

not 

Kno

w 

Declined 

to 

Respond 

Physically     

Sexually     

Neglected     

Psychologically 

or emotionally 

    

 

 Yes No Do not have 

information 

Physically    

Sexually    

Neglected    
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Benchmark TFC! Data Changes 

Common Admission & Discharge Data Elements 

  

 

Survey 

Number 

Data 

Element Nature of Change Old Options Revised Options 

A 

 

 

D 

3 

 

 

5 

 What is 

youth’s current 

school 

involvement? 

 

Clarified options for 

youth that are not 

attending school on 

the day that youth 

enters care for this 

program 

 Attending regularly  

 Regularly truant 

 Suspended   

 Expelled 

 Dropped out 

 Graduated High School, or Earned 

GED 

 Graduated College or Vocational School 

 Declined to Respond    

 Do Not Know   

 Not Applicable 

 Attending regularly  

 Regularly truant 

 Not Attending: Suspended   

 Not Attending:  Expelled 

 Not Attending: Dropped out 

 Not Attending: Graduated High School 

 Not Attending: Earned GED 

 Not Attending: Graduated College or 

Vocational School 

 Not Attending K-12; youth too young  

 Do not have information yet 

A 

 

 

D 

4 

 

 

6 

What type of 

class has 

youth been 

attending 

most of the 

time (within 

the past 6-

months)? 

 

Removed the options: 

 Resource room  

    and 

 Do Not Know;  

 

Clarified choices 

where youth is not 

attending classes 

 Regular school classes (K thru 12) 

 Special education classes 

 Accelerated classes        

 Special needs classes 

 Resource room            

 Alternative school 

 GED classes 

 Vocational or technical school 

classes 

 College classes               

 Other  

 Declined to Respond      

 Do Not Know 

 Not Applicable  

 Regular school classes (K thru 12) 

 Special education classes          

 Accelerated classes 

 Special needs classes           

 Alternative school 

 GED classes                    

 College classes 

 Vocational /technical school classes 

 Not Attending: Earned GED  

 Not Attending K-12; youth too young 

 Not Attending: Graduated High School 

 Do not have infor yet               

 Other 
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Benchmark TFC! Data Changes 

Common Admission & Discharge Data Elements 

Survey 

Number 

Admission  

Data Element 

Nature of Change Old Options Revised Options 

A 

 

 

D 

6 

 

 

8 

6) In the past 6 

months has youth 

been … 

 Arrested 

 Convicted of a 

misdemeanor 

 Convicted of a 

felony 

 Served time in 

jail or detention 

 On Probation 

Changed the Question 

to: 

 

In the past 6 months has 

youth been arrested or 

cited for criminal 

activity? 

 

Yes No 

Do 

Not 

Kno

w 

Declined 

to 

Respond 

Arrested     

Convicted of any 

crime 

    

Convicted of a 

misdemeanor 

    

Convicted of a 

felony 

    

Served time in 

jail or detention 
 

   

On probation  
   

 

 

 Yes   

  No 

  Do not have Information yet 

 

A 

 

 

D 

7 

 

 

9 

7) In the past 6 

months how has 

youth been getting 

along with … 

Eliminated two 

categories:   

 

Adult(s) outside 

his/her family  

   and  

Other youths 

 
 

 
 

 

People his/her own age 

Family of Origin 

Adults outside his/her family 

Other Youths 

 

 
Excellent Good Fair Poor 

Doesn’t 

have  

contact 

Do not 

have 

informatio

n yet 

 

People 
his/her own 

age 

 

     

Family of 

origin 

 

      

(refers to youth’s birth parents, siblings, grandparents, 

adoptive parents or another relative) 
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Benchmark TFC! Data Changes 

Common Admission & Discharge Data Elements 

 

 

 

 

Survey 

Number 

Admission  

Data Element Nature of Change Old Options Revised Options 

A 

 

 

D 

5 

 

 

7 

 In the past 6 

months, has 

youth been in at 

least one 

physical fight 

with … 

Changed  option choices: 

 Do not Know changed to: 

         Do not have information; 

and  

 removed option choice of 

“declined to respond” 

 
Yes No 

Do 

not 

Kno

w 

Declined 

to 

Respond 
Another 

youth 

    

An adult     

Other     

 

 

Yes No 

Do not 

have 

infor 

Another 
youth 

   

An adult    

Other  
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Benchmark TFC! Data Changes 

Discharge Data 

 

 

Discharge  Data 

Element 

Nature of Change Old Options Revised Options 

 

Nature of 

Youth 

Discharge 

The adoption discharge 

reason was expanded into 

two adoption options 

Youth was adopted 

 

Youth was adopted by treatment foster 

parent 

Youth was adopted by someone other than 

treatment foster parent 

  
Youth was placed in a different 

type or level of care consistent 

with a change in the youth’s 

service needs 
  

 

Youth was discharged from this placement 

and placed in a different type or level of 

care consistent with a change in the youth’s 

service needs (incl. Step-up or step-down). 

Note: This could include another program 

within your agency. If the youth was not 

discharged from the program but was 

transferred to another home within the 

program, this is not a discharge and this 

move should be reflected in question 

 

Legal Permanency 

Status at Discharge 

 

An additional option was 

provided 

 
Permanency not yet established. 
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Benchmark TFC! Data Changes 

Discharge Data 

 

Discharge  Data Element Nature of Change Old Options Revised Options 

D3) Where will youth be living 

after being discharged from 

his/her current foster care 

placement? 

3 options were added  All the original options are the  

same  

3 New options: 

 Runaway 

 Military 

 Died while in care 

D4) Formal placements during 

care 

Clarified the type of 

placements to be counted 

 How many formal placements has 

youth had since entering the care of 

[agency name]? 

Since being placed in your foster 

care program, how many separate 

homes/facilities has youth been 

placed in (if youth has stayed in 

the original placement indicate that 

with a “1” ) before discharging 

from this program? 

 (do not include respite) 

D8)  Has youth ever been 

harmed in any of the following 

ways during care with [agency 

name]? 

Question changed:   While 

in care with this program 

has the youth ever been 

harmed in any of the 

following ways by either a 

foster parent or an agency 

staff member? 

 Yes No 

Do 

not 

Kno

w 

Declined 

to 

Respond 

Physically 

    

Sexually 

    

Neglected 

    

Psychologically 

or emotionally 
    

 

 Yes No 

Physically 

 
 

Sexually   

Neglected 

 
 

 


